
 
Computer Technology or Applied Engineering Program Information 

An initiative of the Sidney Central School District and DCMO BOCES 

 

Q:  Who is offering the program? 

A:  The Sidney Central School is offering this program in 

conjunction with DCMO BOCES.  The goal is to increase 

class enrollment by giving all component schools students the 

opportunity to access the technology and tools now available 

at the Sidney Central School.   

Q:  Why is the program only offered at the Sidney Central 

School? 

A: The school has conducted the program for 18 years.  The 

enrollment pool for this specialized program is limited.  

Therefore, by opening the opportunities to all DCMO 

component schools everyone wins.  We will justify the 

investment in technology with a full class enrollment, and 

students in schools where the program is not yet available, will 

have an opportunity to benefit from STEM introduction. 

Q:  What is STEM? 

A: STEM is a curriculum-based program on the idea of 

educating students in four specific disciplines — science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics — in an 

interdisciplinary and applied approach. Rather than teach the 

four disciplines as separate and discrete subjects, STEM 

integrates the four disciplines using life projects such as 

robotics or manufacturing modules. 

Q:  What will my 8th and 9th grade student learn? 

A: The half day program will provide these students with their 

Science, Math, and Introduction Course to Project Lead the 

Way (PLTW).  This will prepare the students to complete the 

4 year program by their high school senior year. 

The program is offered in three different tracks: introduction 

to Project Lead the Way, applied engineering and computer 

science engineering (that will be available this fall) and bio-

medical engineering projected to start in the fall of 2015.    

The program also offers classes in Digital Electronics, Civil 

Engineering and Architecture, and Biological and 

Environmental Engineering, and more. 

Q: Will my child earn college credits? 

A: Students will have the opportunity to earn up to 15 credit 

hours from Rochester Institute of Technology and SUNY 

Broome  with the potential to earn more with additional Math, 

Science, and English subjects.  According to RIT website, the 

average cost of tuition per semester for a 12-18 credit program 

at RIT is $17,628.  Earning credits with this program has large 

financial advantages and gives students a head start in their 

career education. 

Q:  Will there be a charge for the college credits? 

A: No.  RIT will accept successful completion of our program 

as an accredited credit hour.  It is important for parents to 

begin the enrollment process early to make sure that these 

credits are validated before the student's class schedule at RIT 

is outlined. 

Q:  How will this program impact the student's current 

class schedule and plans? 

A: Students current plans will need to be reviewed by the 

home school counselor to make sure that they can complete all 

requirements with this program.  The students will spend half 

day at their school district and will attend half day at the 

Sidney Central School program.  This gives counselors more 

flexibility to adjust the class schedule. 

Q:  Will transportation be provided? 

A:  Yes, the student's school will provide transportation to the 

program.  Students who are homeschooled will need to 

coordinate efforts for additional transportation needs. 

Q:  Will lunch be available? 

A: Students will have lunch in Sidney or if time permits will 

return to their homeschool for lunch. 

 Q:  Can my 10th grade student participate? 

A: Students in grades beyond 9th will have a larger volume of 

lessons to complete.  It may be possible for a 10th grader to 

begin the program in 2014.  However, the involvement of the 

school counselor and parents to make sure that the student can 

comply with all requirements is critical. 

Q:  How do we enroll? 

A: Enrollment will be completed by the school counselor in 

the student’s home district.   


